irates’ Buried Bullion May Be
Found on Palmyra Island

An Old Sailor’s Account of a Cargo of
Gold and Silver and a Ship-
wreck in the Pacific

By CAPT. F. D. WALKER,

N the year 1816 the Spanish

Esperanza sailed from Peru with

a cargo of bullion and other mer-

chandise. The value of the silver

alone was more than 1,500,000 pesos, with

gold of about the same¢ amount. The
vessel was bound for the East Indies.

On the fourth day after leaving I"eru
she was captured by an independent
cruiser, The engagement was severe on
both sides. The injury to the cruiser
was such that she was abandoned, the
captors boarding the Ksperanza and
shaping her course for Macao,

The crew of the Esperanza joined
their captors and were have their
share of the prize,

On the forty-third day after leaving
the South American coast it was blow-
ing fresh, with constant rain. At 2
A. M. the vessel struck a sunken
coral reef, the sudden stoppage of the
ghip causing the mainmast to break,
thus rendering it helpless

At daybreak the ship was found to be
in the centre of a reef some three miles
in diameter, with hillocks of land about
one mile to the eastward. On clearing
away the wreck it was found possible
to haul her off, but the crew found it
impracticable to continue the \'nyl.!i
owing to the several leaks which she
had sprung. So after some four days
of Incessant toil she was warped close
to the beach of one of the small islands
and then dismantled.

The treasure was taken out and fairly
divided; the silver was buried in a se-
cure place, but the gold was apportioned
among the men.

The men then built a small vessel
from the wreck, and on the nincteenth
day they launched their craft. Their
provisions had been scarcely touched,
as fish on the island was abundant and
of good quality

The total number of men was ninety
on the during the en-
gagement having been very heavy, Of
this number eighty embarked, having
provisioned their craft, and each man
took his share of gold with him
They sailed on the 120th day from the
date of the wreck, leaving ten men be-
hind to be eventually taken off when a |
suitable vessel could be found to remove |
them and the buried silver,

About one year from the date of the
departure of the main body from the
island the remainder of the men, who |
had built themselves comfortahl

ship

landing, losses

quare-

ters from the wreck, became so tired
of walting that they resolved to bulld
another small craft, which they did

It took them three months
Ing lows as who should go. having

previously arranged that four should
remain on the island, six of them =sailed
away,

On the thirteenth day after leaving
storm two men Wwere

washed overboard, the mast was hlown

away. and the survivors drifted they

knew not where. As their stock of pros

visions was spoiled they il

but by the will of Providence an Amer-

fcan whaler pleked them After a
few days from the time of their res-
cue died The other lingered till
the arrival of the ship at Mission City
{now place |
he was= glven In charge of the Mission
hospital. He died on the thirtieth day
after his admittance

Previous to his death he confided to
his attendant the particulars of the loss
of the Esperanza, giving the lmuudn-l
and longitude of the place and a
description of the spot where the smilver
was burled, imploring him to endeavor
to rescue the men on the island.

He was an Englishman and well edu-
cated and had not been home for many
years, The name given to the hospital
on his admittance was Edwards.

In the year 1883 there lay in the
Boqueron, off Callao, P'eru, an ltalian
man-o'-war called Archimede. Being
consldered olwolete for modern war-
fare, was sold out of the
and was purchased by the writer, Capt.
F. D. Walker, who was engaged in
collecting cargoes of iron for the Jap-
anese market,

By the kindness of the captain of the
port and incidentally an occasional
payment to him of one hundred ellver
soles the frigate was allowed to remain
fa the BRoqueron lnstead of the mer-
chant ship harbor,

This was most pleasant, as that
anchorage (for men-o'-war only) is
free from the nauseous fumes \\'hhhl
periodically visit Callao. Some months
after the acquisition of the Archimede
I purchased from the United Btates
Government the storeship Onward.

On taking possession of the Onward
I took over her caretaker, an old man
named Connor, whom | trumnﬂ'vrrvd|
eventually to the Archimede, His age |
was uncertain; he said he was about
70, but to form an opinion from hi=
personal appearance I should he
was close to 80 or %0, Still was
lively and his life must have been
adventuresome,

He had been everything you could
imagine, though he never qultted the
Pacific coast. He served the Peruvians,
Chileans, Bolivians, wherever there was
war, either as gunner in the navy or
sergeant in the field, with equal fidelity,
There was nothing he did not know
from Magellan Straits to I"anama,

It was my invariable cystom then, as
It is now, to get up at night, go on deck,
perhaps light a pipe, and feel the in-

and draw-
L)

a arose and

]l’l'l\"l"
up.,
one
Francisco) which

San at

she Bervive

say
he

air, and on such occasions 1 had many
conversations with the old man.

When young he had served in nearly
cvery service, whether in the regular
navy or disgulsed pirating. One star-
light night, after a alight conversation,
he told me of a secret which he pos-
sessed and said that if T would assiat
him we could both be rich,

“Captain,” said he, "I can tell you
where you can fill the gunroom with
bar ailver and gold.”

He then related to me the foregoing
account of the Esperanza, he having

heen Edwards's attendant. He had
gone to the Mission hospital with a
broken arm and collarbone, He care.

fully wrote down Edwards's statement
of the latitude and longitude of the place |
of shipwreck and drew a map of the
buried treasure,  After remalning In
the country till 1519 he joined the ser-
vice of the Argentines, first in one ship
under Corney and lastly under the fa-
mous Bouchard, He spoke so highly
of the latter that 1 was convinced that
if Nelson ever had a superior his name
was Douchard.

1 promised due secrecy as a matter of
course and studied the diagram of the
location of the treasure, but alas, poor
Connor went to his future home without
the treasure. Let ue hope that a kindiy
Providence would not permit him to b
burdened with riches, the possessor of
which, *we are informed, cagnot ent-r
into the kingdom of Heaven

I was deeply grieved at Connor s
death., On hearing of his iliness 1 had
gone to his house, not far from Jibhoom
street, whence 1 sent him to the
hospital at Bella Vista, where he died
after a short illness. The doctor, whao
at my request attended him, told me he
died of old age, accelerated by pneu-
maonia,

In the year 1888 I arrived in Honolulu |
after an unpleasant picnie  of l'nur:
months  duration vn M.dway Island |
Shortly after my arrival 1 had the god
fortune to make the acquaintance of the

late Hon. J. 1. Dowsett, with whom 1 |
l.\}ul many a long conversation abwout |
Hawaii, both ancient and modde prin- |
cipally the former. I do not 1 there |
are many who posscss s ind of
knowledge of old Hawail or wio could

tell about ft In such a perspicuaous and |
interesting manner

Hisg account of kamehameha's finan- |
cial transaction with the crew of the |
Santa Ros=a was particularly amusing i

Full particulars of this plirate vessel
are 10 be found In a neat volume pub-
lished by Thrum & Co., entitled “Early
Northern Pacific Voyagers,” by DPeter
Corney.

It seems by a fortunate coincidence
the King had a cargo of rum just ar-
rived which he carefully bottled off,
On the arrival of the pirate ship, rum
being evidently in demand, his price
was one coin per bottle,

An soon as all thelr sllver coin was

vigorating influence of the cool night

expended the plrates produced five peso
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gold pieces and clearly explained that
the gold plece was worth five times as
much as one silver piecce, and there-
fore demanded five bottles of rum. This
the King would not assent to; one coin,

one hottle, he said.

They, therefore, thought they wuuld]

submit, but cut the plece of gold in
five. Thix the King would not accept.
He replied that he could not cut his |
hottle in five, so ag there was no alter-

and also old man Connor and his treas-
ure secret, and I still wonder whether
it would be considered Insanity to go
and see if the treasure Is there,

The Esperanza was wrecked, evident-

ly on the Scarborough 8hoals, now
identified as Palmyra Island. (See
Findlay's “North [PPacific Pilot.”y Pal-

myra has been often visited and peo-
ple have even regided there for various
periods, but no one imagined that a vast
amount of wealth was buricd there,
Connor's account of the place exactly
tallics with the latest survey of the
Island; the time occupied In getting
there, Its being on the direct track to
Macao, all seem to give a certain
of credibility to his romantic

amount

tale,
Falmyra and Its outlying shoals re-

semble the pearl fishing grounds on the

Unfinished sketch by Paul Bartlett for pediment

native, they had to glve way., BSoon
there was nothing but doubloons—still
one coln, one bottle, Then came the

bar silver.

During a visit to Victoria, B, C., 1
picked up an old London magazine
which contalned an account of the visit
to Hawall of the Banta Rosa and later
the Argentina. 1 was 8o much inter-
ested In the account that at my re-
quest Mr, Thrum published the volume;
it called to mind Mr. Dowsett's amusing

tale of “one coin, one bottle of rum"

north coast of Australla, Thursday Isl-
and being the entrepot for the pearl
fishing fleet, which practically Is or was
In the hands of the Japanese, There
are a few cocoanut trees, but as for
fish, a deckload of the finest description
can be caught in an hour,

Here, T think, Ia a fair chance for
somebody to enter Into a speculation,
Should no treasure be found, by taking
good divers alung a most profituble
busineas in other ways could be ip-
augurated,

IDESPREAD Interest among
W artists has been aroused by
the recent arrival from Paris

of I'aul Bartlett, the sculptor,

bringing the casts from which the
sculptures for the pediment of the west
wing of the Capitol at Washington will
he carved. This Interest the public in
general will doubtless share. for the

of west wing,.

photographs of Mr. Bartlett's models
show that it Is not only to be one of
his most ambitious works but one of the
most important sculptural undertakings
of the day in this country,

The Capitol, It I8 almost unnecessary
to say, s unquestionably our proudest
architectural possession, and it ranks
by common consent among the noblest
bulldings of the world. For more than
& century it has been the pivot about

which the fortunes of the country have

Sculptures for Wes
of Capitol at

! sketoh;

t Pediment
Washington

Paul Bartlett’s Noteworthy Achieve-
ment in the Casts He Has Just
Brought to America

revolved, and in addition to all the other
historical records of which It stands as
an epitome, it echoex in a remarkable
and accurate manner the growth of the
taste for art in this country. Its sculp-
tural embellishment was late in coming,
and when it did begin was fraught with
s0o many accldents that the Congres-
gional enthusiasts for art became dis-
couraged, the public became cold and
several earnest sculptors’ hearts were
broken,

FFor all that it is an astonishing fact
that the great pediment of the west
wing of the facade, the pediment for
that portion of the edifice given over
to the House of Representatives, should
have remalned empty and undecorated
all these years, Thomas Crawford, who
died in 1857, did the pediment for the
Senate end of the Capitol, He died
before the completion of his work,
which was put in place by others, It

has never been admired by connoisseurs, |

and the sculptures for the middle pedi-
ment, done by an hallan sculptor, are
still more unfortunate,

It was due much the
agement of Congress over these artistic
fallures as it was to the necessary di-
version of the public moneys into more
strictly practical channels in the great
building up process that was made nec-
essary by the ravages of the civil war
that the completion of the Capitol dec-
oration was so long delayed., It is not
generally known that the middle por-
tion of the Capitol with its pediment
is not of marble like the rest of the
building but js of limestone, painted.
It I8 al=o not quite in scale to the re-
mainder of the Capitol and i too close
in, giving the appparance of being too
much under the dome, There has al-
ways been the plan to make the altera-
tions In it necessary to bring it into
and [t may vet be undertaken.

as tor discour-

design, carve and erect so great

weo of seulpture as this pediment

t's requires time, It was four

years ago that the Congress compittee
awarded the commission to this sculptor
and it will require two or three years
yet before the figures can be carved

in marble and put in place, It is eighty
feet long and ten feet high at the mid-
die. Not all of the madels are yet comes
plete—one of the illustrations is from a

but all of the models are to he

ready within a year. In the meantime
the carving of the marbles from the
maodels Just brought to this country
will be hegun

Ag it 13 ta Twe o use of

Hepe

resentatives Bartlett sought in his sub-
Jeet to symbolize democracy and the
spirit of the people of the United States,
s0 he chose as his main theme “Peace
I'rotecting Genius,” which gave him
the chance to Interpret the poetry of
the working people, “who are, after all,"
the sculptor says, “the main geniuses
of this country.” One side of the pedi-
ment is pastoral, with cattle, sheep and
agricultural symbols, and the other s
wiven to the mechanics, particularly the
steel workers,

The homely, slmple costumes of the

‘.-nn-ol workers and other lahorer )
| been used with frank but not o o
photographic realism. There | bwen
the necessity In the arbitrary - W of
the pediment to secure rhyvthm I
It together, Too great renlisn 1
bring the sculptures out of
with the architecture I
necessary for the sculptor o
the vernacular” of the classi
ture of the building he is decor

The making of sculptures |
architectural enclosure as o p»
about as difficult an artistic g
a sculptor Is called upon 101
diminishing angle  of  the
forces the designer to doubl
figures or make them sprow
order to get them into the L
space, and the great danger o
| experien ed artist Is that the

will loge the effect of nature an!
| as if they were bending the
‘ merely to Keep within the lines « 1,

pediment,
| Bartlett hag very successfully
this pitfall, and has in fact s
terestingly another technical o
peculiar to the Capitol jtself. 1
Jority of people approaching the
ing will make for the middle ontg
Thig pediment over the House of I
resentatives will therefore Iy or
them from the slde,

A pediment is ordinarily supposed
be seen from the front only {
chance jt =2 viewsd differently
take disagreeable distortions nt
has modelled his figures, therefor
what artizts call hig =ide planes
the shide view, which at the
be 20 important, will be harmo:
intelligible,

Paul Bartlett, the deslgner
pediment, was born In New Hav
son of Truman Bartlett of Bost,
wag a sculptor before him. M
long record of achievement and
tincetly a “personage.”

His greatest works heretof
been the of Michelane
Columbusg in the Congressional |
in Washington and the equestria
to Lafayette, which stands n
coveted position In all Parls, th
of the Louvre, in that inner .
facing the main entrance to th
seum.  This monument, for wh
school children of America contr
£i0.000, was erected in honor of
Paris exposition of 1800,

The .‘-lhf]il’--l’

and

slalues

1

received his trainh

France, having gone to Paris v
mother as a boy,  He made his et
into the Balon at the age of 14 and
| the same year entercd the Beaux Ar
[ In addition to the regalar and
training of the ateliers he also m

te attend a seres of lectures upon
mal  sculpture  directed by 1
which apparently had a strong

| npon 1 subsequent career, for an
have played an important part in

first group to win official reco:
pense for him was his “Bohemian 13
Tamer,” of which a bronze re plica
owned by the Metropolitan Museun
Art. The Michelangelo in the gl
of the library at Washington
admired for its strong virile gua

casily dominates the s
the rotunda,

Speaking of the all around a:
toward his work of Paul Bar:)
late Jean Carries, the French |
sculptor, said;

"He reminds me of one of those art

{of the Renassance who had noe
artin view and in mind; of thos
whao, Jealous of the perfect
wark, would not think of 1
thing of it, however menial, 1o 1
by other hands; who were mastes
founmndry as well of a studin

| Whom the smallest details to enn

tWurk of art wer.

as

as Important o
voneeption,

“In ancient times it was thonel:
ural for an artist to be an archite
at the same time a sculptor,
Gothics were; for artists to s
in marble and stone and be g0
in bronze, like Donatello, or t
Jeweller, sculptor and founder, 111
Iini.

“Bartlett spends his dayvs in his
In his foundry, not only giving
his conceptions and modelling 1
clay, but after the seliction of t
terial it is he who cuts and his
works like the ancient
gpent dayvs locked up in
discover an artistic offect whioh
cagual oh=erver may pass unnotl,
which to ruture connoissenrs moas
ligh not only the lasting preput
the artist but elevate a nationa

artisat

his =t

Anticipating the Inevit.
lessons were the

EIRMAN
little Elizabeth's existenc

her aunt, who had just w
her education In Germany e
acting as her tutor, was determ
favorite niece should master the ¢
language in
well behaved litle girl
a8 a rule, but when oceasion
breaks of temper called for po
one method used, and one that
child's  pecullar reasoning s
refinement of cruelty, was to
tao go to her room and say her
in German That punishiment
called forth tears and protests
uvne afternoon while ghe wos
over a obikd's book in the 1
German and failing to unde
little story she was reading 17
was surprised to see the usig
Elizabeth rip the leaves from !
tear them into steips and
angrily aside as s8¢ burst into
T Just couldn't help it sobb

her Kindergarten da
wus 1

beth:  “that German s =0
couldn't make anvthing out of
s'poge Aunt Mandy Hollis will !

all through like T am this very 1
RHeckon I have to say those G
prayers twice this time, 'n' 1 m
well do (t now as any time."”
Rushing to her mother's roon
Elizabeth knelt solemnly at th.
the lounge and between sobs 1w
ecited the German pravers. It
wiping away her tears, she saul
astonished mother, who had see
Ing of the outhreak of temper:
“There, mamma, dear, I've boot
naughty and 1 wish you'd t
Mandy Hollis when she comes
that I've took't my punistine
with her dam old German prayes




